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New Online Masters Students for Fall 2018:

Justin Asche, NE; Gwen Atkinson, KS; Jenny Augustine, NE; Sharon Blum, United Kingdom; Carla Bobier,
NE; Blake Bracht, IL; Colleen Conway, HI; Michelle Cresse, VA; Kim Daly-Crews, FL; Roni Deever, NE;
Holly Duren, MN; Sarah Franks, NE; Aubrey Gauntlett, WY; Amy Hill, CO; Kayla Holl, NY; Christian
Holland, PA; Joshua Holloway, OH; Sinoon Hong, CA; Christopher Ivers, CO; Benjamin Jussila, UT;
Rupinderjit Kaur, MA; Krystal Kendall, CA; Elliot Linn, ID; Lauren Manley, TX; Michael Marconi, RI;
Nichole Niemela, CA; Karin Nilsen, MN; Seham Noorani, TX; Luke Olson, NE; Ashley Parsons, AK; Kevin
Penkrot, NE; Cailea Rusnak, NY; Christy Russell, MI; Micah Small, SD; Jim Smerecky, PA; Justin Smith, AL;
Cameron Sonnenfeld, NE; Thomas Szten, MI; Elizabeth Vargas, CA; Ashley Vasquez, IL; Chase Williams,
AZ; Kaitlyn Williams, SC; Tyler Wilson, UT; Laura Woerner, AL; Seth Wolf, IN; Kaitlyn Wood, AZ

New Faculty

Dr. Joseph Dolence joined the UNK Biology
Department in July 2018. Before arriving at UNK, he
spent two years as an Assistant Professor of Biology
at University of Minnesota, Morris, and prior to his
time in Morris, he was a Postdoctoral Research
Fellow in Dr. Hirohito Kita's Allergy Disease
Research Laboratory at the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, MN. While there, he conducted research
examining the role of the innate and adaptive
immune system in peanut allergy, specifically
studying how peanut allergy was initiating immune
responses via inhalation. From this work, he
published an article describing the first mouse
model of inhalation-driven peanut allergy. Dr.
Dolence completed his Ph.D. at Mayo Clinic
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences. As a
graduate student, he conducted research on how a receptor called Flt3 guided the development of B cells
from stem cells. His current research interests expand on his postdoctoral work, as he plans to examine
how antigen presenting cells within the immune system work to initiate allergic sensitization to peanuts
and other common food allergens to drive common food allergies using mouse models. He is teaching
BIOL 801-01- Principles of Immunology and BIOL 830P Stem Cell Biology online during Spring 2019.




Dr. Muhammad Saleem joined the UNK Biology
Department in January 2018. Prior to UNK, he was a
scientist at the University of Kentucky. He taught
undergraduate and graduate courses and mentored
several students. His past and current research interests
include soil research, crop production, sustainable
agriculture, and environmental biology. He is teaching
BIOL 830P-05 - Sustainable Agriculture this Fall

2018. The course will also include examples from
classical agricultural understanding, plant biotechnology,
human food requirements, and natural resource
management.

CONGRATULATIONS

July 2018 Graduates:

Victoria Allard, Cara Campanaro, Seth Ehlers, Rachelle Kruml, Kathryn Langrehr, Candace Leuthold,
Alexandra McCloskey, Katie Meinders (Murray), Jocelyn Pugh

Two graduates, Seth Ehlers and Kathryn Langrehr, were able to make the journey to Kearney for the UNK
Summer Commencement ceremony on July 27t held in the Health and Sports Center.

Publications, Meetings, Grants

Meetings

Drew, B.T., Liu, S., & Elvin, M. February 2018. Relationships and evolution of California Floristic Province
Menthinae (Lamiaceae), with special focus on Monardella. California Native Plant Society
Conference. Los Angeles, CA. Oral Presentation.

Drew, B.T., Kriebel, R., Drummond, C., Lemmon, A.R., Moriarty-Lemmon E., Sytsma, K.J. July 2018.

Anchored phylogenomics resolve deep relationships within Salvia (Lamiaceae). The Botanical
Society of America. Rochester, MN. Oral Presentation.

Hu, G-X,, Xiang, C-L., Drew, B.T. July 2018. East Asian Salvia: New names, new species, and staminal
evolution. The Botanical Society of America. Rochester, MN. Oral Presentation.
Kriebel, R., Drew, B.T., Drummond, C., Walker, J., Lemmon, A.R., Moriarty-Lemmon E., Sytsma, K.J. July

2018. Tracking the temporal shifts in area, biomes, and pollinators in the radiation of Salvia
(sages, Lamiaceae) across continents: leveraging Anchored Hybrid Enrichment and targeted
sequence data. The Botanical Society of America. Rochester, MN. Oral Presentation.



Kriebel, R., Drew, B.T., Sytsma, K.]J. July 2018. The evolution of complex shapes in the flowers of Salvia

(Lamiaceae) and their relationship to geography and pollination. The Botanical Society of America.
Rochester, MN. Oral Presentation.

Xiang, C-L., Hu, G-X., Drew, B.T., Takano, A., Soltis, D., Soltis, P., Peng, H. July 2018. Molecular Phylogeny
and taxonomy of East Asiatic Salvia (Lamiaceae, Nepetoideae). The Botanical Society of America.
Rochester, MN. Oral Presentation.

Publications

Chung, D.M,, E. Ferree, D.M. Simon, P.]. Yeh. 2018. Patterns of bird-bacteria associations. EcoHealth.
doi.org/10.1007/s10393-018-1342-5.

Hu, G.X,, Takano, A., Drew, B.T,, Liu, E.D,, Soltis, D.E,, Soltis, P.S., Peng, H., & Xiang, C.L. 2018. Phylogeny of
Salvia in East Asia based on two nuclear and four chloroplast DNA markers. Annals of
Botany. doi.org/10.1093/aob/mcy104.

NewKkirk, J.I. and Schoenebeck, C.W. 2018. Prey electivity of the slimy sculpin within the Lake Superior-
North Watershed. Journal of Freshwater Ecology. DOI: 10.1080/02705060.2018.1473295.

Rose, ., Kleist, T., Schonenberger, J., Drew, B.T., Sytsma, K.J., & Lofstrand, S. 2018. Phylogeny, historical
biogeography, and diversification of angiosperm order Ericales suggest ancient Neotropical and
East Asian connections. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution. 122: 59-79.

Schoenebeck, C. W., Prenosil, E., Pallas, B., Abrams, A., and Carlson, K. 2018. Can Lactate Dehydrogenase
be used to Index Anaerobic Activity in Fishes? Transactions of the Nebraska Academy of Sciences
and Affiliated Societies. 38: 26-29.

Xiang, C.L., Zhao, F., Cantino P.D., Drew, B.T., Li, B, Liu. E,, Solits, D.E., Pamela P.S., & Peng, H. 2018.
Molecular systematics of Caryopteris (Lamiaceae) and its allies with reference to the molecular
phylogeny of subfamily Ajugoideae. Taxon. 67: 376-394.

Continue to send us updates on any meetings, publications, grants, or awards that you have been involved
with. Please email details to msbiology@unk.edu.

Director’s Desk from
Dr. Letty Reichart

Greetings from the Director’s Desk! The beginning of a new school year is upon us, and as [ write this
message to you we are in the first week of fall classes. Many of you had an opportunity to take classes this
summer, but I also hope you were all able to enjoy some summer adventures and a little relaxation! The
Biology faculty also had a busy summer of online teaching and summer research activities. Personally, I
was able to capture another 200+ Baltimore Orioles this summer and have a lot of data to analyze during
the school year. I included a picture of my research in the summer newsletter, thus I thought you might
like to see some pictures of other biology faculty and students conducting summer research. See below.

This semester we welcome two new faculty in our department, Dr. Muhammad Saleem and Dr. Joseph
Dolence. Dr. Saleem began at UNK in January 2018 and some of you may have had a class with him during


https://doi.org/10.1007/s10393-018-1342-5
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__doi.org_10.1093_aob_mcy104&d=DwMFaQ&c=Cu5g146wZdoqVuKpTNsYHeFX_rg6kWhlkLF8Eft-wwo&r=ZN6kMxxPYagth-MohfC_EtJ29Ff4QtVY_aI6wfLUIKw&m=DDolR9LiBT8GmJRWFJgYxX0jf8NEfHTNjkOYObr_Lic&s=nzGSDkG1U6bljoIKGMW165WaMHgPCRdxTz6FKC-ysiE&e=
mailto:msbiology@unk.edu

the spring. Dr. Dolence will begin his first semester with us this fall. We are glad to have two more
excellent faculty members in our department who can offer some great new graduate classes!

In addition to new faculty in our department, some major changes to the structure of our academic
programs at UNK are underway. This fall we celebrate the beginning of a merger of the College of Natural
and Social Sciences with the College of Fine Arts. Both former colleges will now be part of the new College
of Arts and Sciences. Dr. Peter Longo will serve as our interim Dean, and Dr. Paul Twigg, Dept. of Biology,
and Dr. Susan Honeyman, Dept. of English, will serve as our Associate Deans of the new College. There
will likely be new roles and new collaborations for our faculty as we move forward with the merger of
these two colleges.

We look forward to an exciting fall semester and to some new online course offerings in Spring 2019. As
always, for any of our course offerings each semester, I encourage you to visit the following webpage,
where you can view course syllabi for all of our online course offerings, it’s just a click away,
www.unk.edu/academics/msbio/Course Descriptions.php.

In closing, I look forward to a productive fall. Sending you all good wishes for a successful semester!
Please let me know if you have any concerns or questions, [ am happy to discuss these with you. You can
contact me by email at reichartlm@unk.edu or call me at 308-865-8568. I look forward to hearing from
you and best wishes for Fall 2018! ---

Dr. Letty Reichart

SUGAR PINE

DIAMETER 86"

HEIGHT 200°
22.000 eo. /1. NET



http://www.unk.edu/academics/msbio/Course_Descriptions.php
mailto:reichartlm@unk.edu
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Student News

Douglas Ayega (May 2018 graduate) was admitted to a PhD program in Learning Technologies at the
University of North Texas at Denton.

Elizabeth Bennett (current distance student) has accepted a full-time science teacher position at an
adult high school in Missouri. These adult high schools are under the Goodwill Excel Centers and are
hoping to eventually open nationally. The tuition is free of charge and each student is assigned a life
coach that will help them remove barriers in their lives to help them succeed in and out of

school. Ultimately, the entire team: teachers, life coaches, and administration; all work together to help
the students. The adult high schools in Missouri will be open to any adults 21 and older. They will
receive a high school diploma. Some of the students will be able to even achieve other certifications such
as CNA, Pharmacy Tech, Welding Certification, Lab tech asst., etc.

Leslie Kuiper (May 2018 graduate) accepted a new position with Charles River Laboratories in
Mattawan, MI as an Associate Scientist/Study Director for Ligand Binding Assay Development and
Validation.

Traci Raley (July 2012 graduate) passed the BELS exam to become a board-certified editor in the life
sciences in May 2018. She currently does freelance editing of scientific and medical manuscripts and has
started her own freelance editing service, TR Edits.

Kendra Smith (December 2017 graduate) was accepted into the Kent State University College of

Podiatric Medicine. She will begin the program this upcoming fall.

Please let us know what is going on in your lives; email us your news at msbiology@unk.edu.


mailto:msbiology@unk.edu

Office Space

Fall 2018 Deadlines:

August 20th-Fall classes begin

August 24th-Last day to add/drop class on MyBlue with no penalty

August 29th-E-bill notifications sent to Lopermail account

September 3rd-Labor Day break, all classes dismissed and UNK offices closed

September 15t-Last day to apply for December graduation

September 20t-Tuition & Fees due in full

October 15th-16th—-Fall break, all classes dismissed

October 19t -Last day to drop a course on MyBlue (no refund at this time)

October 22m-Early Registration for Spring 2019 classes begins for all currently enrolled students
November 9th-Comprehensive Exams (for graduating students) must be returned to the Biology Dept
November 12th-General Registration for Spring 2019 classes begins for all admitted students
November 21st-24th—Thanksgiving break, all classes dismissed

December 10th-13th-Finals Week

December 14th-Graduation at 10:00 am in the Health and Sports Center

December 18th-Deadline for faculty to submit final grades for fall classes

December 24th-January 1st-University is closed for the Holidays

January 2rd-UNK offices open

January 7th-Spring 2019 classes begin

Students planning to graduate this December 2018 must apply for graduation on MyBlue. Even if
you do not plan to attend ceremony you must apply in order to receive your degree. The deadline to
apply for December graduation is September 15t There is a $25 application fee which can be paid on-
line during the application process. Commencement ceremony will take place at 10:00 am on December
14t in the Health and Sports Center. Please consider making the trip to Kearney to walk in graduation
and if you do, please let the Biology Department know so we can plan some special events for you.

Reminders to all UNK Graduate Alumni:
1 You can still take classes at UNK as a non-degree student. You just need to submit a non-degree
application in order to take classes again. You can find the non-degree application under Apply
Now in the middle of the main UNK webpage (www.unk.edu/admissions/apply.php).
1 The best advocates for our program are you as Graduates. Please share your experiences in the
program with friends and coworkers that you think would benefit from an advanced degree in
Biology.


http://www.unk.edu/admissions/apply.php

